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Abstract Rhododendron liboense , a new species of the Ericaceae from Libo County, Guizhou, Chi- 
na, is described and illustrated. This species is related to R. huianum Fang in having inflorescence 
terminal, corolla pink, broadly campanulate, ovary densely white glandular hairy, stigma capitate, 
but differs by having leaves narrower, 1.6-2.8 cm broad, inflorescence axis 1 -3 cm long, flowers 
7-9 in number, ca. 8 cm in diameter, calyx shorter and smaller, only 1-2 mm long. 
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During a plot survey of the vegetation in the Maolan Karst Forest Reserve, Libo County, 
Guizhou Province, China, we were told by the local people that a kind of tree with very beautiful 
flowers grew at the top of a near mountain. This drew our great attention and we went to the moun- 
tain to collect some specimens. Fortunately we found the tree. Upon careful examination it tumed 
out to be a hitherto undescribed species of the genus Rhododendron L. 

Rhododendron liboense Z. R. Chen & K. M. Lan, sp. nov. Fig. 1. 
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Species nova R. huiano Fang affinis, sed foliis angustioribus, 1.6-2.8 cm longis, rhachi 
inflorescentiae breviore 1 — 3 cm longo, floribus 7 - 9, corollis majoribus circ. 8 cm diam. , caly- 
cibus brevioribus vix 1 — 2 mm longis differt. 

Arbuscula sempervirens, 2 — 5 m alta, cortice atro-brunneo; ramuli robusti, hornotini atro- 
virides, glabri, vetusti griseo-brunnei. Folia coriacea, elliptico-lanceolata, 10 — 15 cm longa, 1.6 
-2.8 cm lata, apice acuta, basi cuneata, margine integra, supra viridia, subtus pallide viridia, 
glabra, costa supra impressa, subtus elevata, nervis lateralibus 11 — 14-jugis, supra impressis, 
subtus non elevatis; petioli 1.7 -2.0 cm longi, glabri. Flores 7-9 in corymbum terminalem dis- 
posti; rhachis inflorescentiae 1 - 3 cm longa, glabra, roseola; pedicelli 2. 1 - 3.7 cm longi, 
glabri, roseoli; calyx parvus extus pilis glandulosis obsitus, 5-lobatus, 1 -2 mm longus; corolla 
late campanulata, 3.7 - 5.5 cm longa, circ. 8 cm diam. , roseola, extus glabra vel parce pilis 
glandulosis obsita, 6-lobata; stamina 15, inaequalia, 2 — 4 cm longa, filamentis versus basin albo- 
puberulis, antheris flavis, oblongis, circ. 3 mm longis; ovarium oblongo-ovoideum, 4 — 5 mm 
longum, dense pilis albis glandulosis obsitum; stylus 4 — 4.5 cm longus, glaber vel parce pilis 
glandulosis obsitus, stigmate capitato. Capsula oblongo-ellipsoidea, 2.2 -3.0 cm longa, cire. 1.5 


cm diam. , 4 — 5-valvatim dehiscens, extus dense glandulosa. Fl. Mar. — Apr. Fr. Dec. 
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Fig. 1. Rhododendron liboense Z. R. Chen & K. M. Lan. A, flowering branch; B, stamen; C, pistil. Drawn by Y. B. Sun 
from the type gathering, Z. R. Chen & L. M. Wei 97605 (PE). 


China. Guizhou ($J): Libo (ZĘ), Maolan ($£), alt. 650 m, karst hills, 1997-03- 
15, Z. R. Chen & L. M. Wei (KET, $F ) 97605 (holotype, here designated, PE; iso- 
type, CZAC). 

Small evergreen tree, 2-5 m tall, cortex black-brown; branchlets robust, those of this year 
green, older ones grey-brown. Leaves coriaceous, elliptic-lanceolate, 10-15 cm long, 1.6-2.8 
cm broad, apex acute, base cuneate, adaxially green, abaxially greenish, glabrous; costa im- 
pressed adaxially, raising abaxially; lateral nerves 11 - 14-paired, impressed adaxially, flat 
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abaxially. Petiole 1.7- 2.0 cm long, glabrous. Inflorescence corymbiform, terminal, 7 — 9-flow- 
ered. Inflorescence axis 1 — 3 cm long, pink, glabrous. Pedicels 2.1 - 3.7 cm long, pink, 
glabrous. Calyx small, glandular hairy; lobes 5, 1 -2 mm long. Corolla pink, broadly campanu- 
late, 3.7-5.5 cm long, ca. 8 cm in diameter, glabrous or sparsely glandular hairy; lobes 6. Sta- 
mens 15, unequal in length, 2 — 4 cm long; filaments white puberulous at base; anthers oblong, 
yellow, ca. 3 mm long. Ovary oblong-ovoid, 4-5 mm long, densely white glandular hairy; styles 
4-4.5 cm long, glabrous or sparsely glandular hairy; stigmas capitate. Capsule oblong-ellipsoid , 
2.2-3 cm long, ca. 1.5 cm in diameter, glandular hairy, 4 — 5-valved dehiscing. Fl. Mar. - 
Apr. Fr. Oct. 

This species is only known from its type locality. It grows at the top of karst hills together with 
Viburnum fordiae Hance, Quercus phillyraeoides L., Carpinus lipoensis Y. K. Li and Platycarya 
longipes Wu etc. Only 35 individuals of this species were found, indicating the species is quite 
rare. 

Rhododendron liboense is related to R. huianum Fang in having inflorescence terminal, corol- 
la pink, broadly campanulate, ovary densely white glandular hairy, stigma capitate, but differs by 
having leaves narrower, 1.6 — 2.8 cm broad, inflorescence axis 1 - 3 cm long, flowers 7 - 9 in 


number, ca. 8 cm in diameter, calyx shorter and smaller, only 1 -2 mm long. 
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